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TERMS OF REFERENCE 

CONSULTANT – EDITING AND STANDARDIZING 03 CHILD PROTECTION STUDIES  

 

1. Background information 

Save the Children, together with technical and financial support from UNICEF, conducted 3 research studies on 

specifically chosen issues in child protection, due to their prevalence, impact and current lack of research evidence. 

The three areas selected were: 1) Children of Migrant Mothers; 2) Child Sex Tourism; 3) Urban Poor Children. The 

studies were conducted between September 2014 – March 2015 by a team of researchers, with dedicated 

consultants for each study.  

Although the research reports are commendable in certain aspects, many gaps have been identified by both Save 

the Children and UNICEF in relation to their methodologies, findings and analysis. These studies were 

commissioned with the aim of developing a strong evidence base for critical and significant child protection issues 

prevalent in Sri Lanka, in order to facilitate greater local and international understanding and enable both 

government and civil society a platform to address these issues. Therefore, both SCI and UNICEF have identified 

the urgent need to improve the quality of these reports, so that the aims of the studies can be achieved.  

 

2. Purpose and specific objectives of the consultancy 

The main objective of the consultancy is to identify gaps in the conducted studies and to fill-in the gaps using 

mainly the secondary data sources and the primary data available (Note: all primary data have not been shared 

by the consultant researchers with Save the Children. The consultant editor will have access to whatever the 

primary data available and shared by the initial consultants who undertook the respective study). As the primary 

data collection has already been concluded, it is not expected from the consultant to engage in additional 

primary/field data collection, for this task. Therefore, it is accepted that the gaps and weaknesses in the 

methodology of sampling and data collection may not be addressed or rectified by the consultant, but greater and 

more meaningful use of the existing primary and secondary sources for a better quality output is expected.  As 

such the consultant is expected to conduct secondary data collection and literature reviews in instances where 

this can improve the quality of the studies and result in the publication of the report. In addition the limitations, 

gabs and short comings of the study needs to be identified and clearly stated in each study document in order to 

improve the credibility of the findings. 
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3. Key deliverables  

3.1 General  

In general, the consultant editor is expected to professionally edit all the three reports in a manner more 

appealing to the reader. These may include adding the following (but not limited to): 

1. Identify and highlight the limitations of the reports including any gaps in the methodology and 

coverage which needs to be clearly stated in each report.   

2. Identify areas for further research.  

3. Conduct a (additional) literature review on all three studies and add the important 

data/information to the relevant sections of each report 

4. Designing the cover page or suggesting on a design  

5. A forward, acknowledgement and an executive summary  

6. A table of contents  

7. A table of figures  

8. A page for abbreviations 

9. References  

10. Appendices (including the research tools/questionnaires) 

11. Check and edit all spelling and grammar mistakes and rephrase the sentences/paragraphs 

where needed 

12. Improve on the presentation of tables, figures and boxes and undertake cross tabulation if 

possible  

13. Title and identify the sources of the tables and figures  

14. Add a disclaimer/waiver note  

 

3.2 Specific  

The editing of the three studies will need to focus strongly on the potential achievement of the specific objectives 

of each study. These are:  

1) Children of Migrant Mothers (Original Research Objectives)  
 
Overall Objective of the study:   
“To apprehend the child rights situation of children of migrant mothers in five selected provinces of Sri Lanka” 
 
Specific Objectives: 

 To identify the number of left behind children by mothers who have migrated overseas. 

 To assess the nature and the seriousness of the child rights violations as a result of mother migration. 

 To identify gaps in the existing mechanisms to address the identified child rights violations of children left 
behind and propose recommendations  
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Specific objectives for the proposed consultancy: 

 To conduct a district specific analysis and a district-national comparison 

 Make greater use of valid existent statistical information in the section on introduction, such as the 

migration trends in Sri Lanka, occupational classification of migrants, popular migration destinations, 

major districts exporting migrant labour, gender differences and the prevalence over the years etc.  

 Hold a comprehensive discussion on the impact of mother migration on children from mother’s 

perspective and from the perspective of their children (using secondary data and primary data if 

available), if possible.   

 Analyse the diversity of the impact of maternal migration on a district disaggregated manner using 

secondary sources and primary data where available.   

 
 

2) Child Sex Tourism (Original Research Objectives) 
 
Overall Objective of the study: “To ascertain the prevalence of Child Sex Tourism in Sri Lanka” 
 
Specific objectives: 

 To estimate the incidence of child sex tourism in the selected locations 

 Assess the nature and the seriousness of incidence of CST  
 

Specific objectives for the proposed consultancy: 

 To use the extensive data collected, and secondary data analysis to compile the report to a higher 
technical standard that meets the technical specifications of the original objectives of this research. 

 Discuss the plethora of data and information gathered from the data collected via the structured 
questionnaire (if the data is available from the research consultant). The arguments to be presented with 
more facts and figures to support the qualitative information.  

 Generalize the case studies to support the arguments presented, to reinforce arguments, rather than 
merely present the case studies in a stand-alone manner.  
 

 
3) Urban Children in Poverty  

 
Overall Objective of the study: “To apprehend the child rights situation of children living in urban areas of 
Sri Lanka” 
 
Specific objectives: 

 To assess the nature and the seriousness of the child rights violations of urban children 
 

Specific objectives for the proposed consultancy: 

 Provide recommendations for further areas of research  

 Better utilize the information collected through quantitative data collection tools, in order to better support 

the findings gathered through qualitative data collection.  

 Provide better graphical presentation of the data in the report 

 Update the use of tables and tabulations, which need to be cross referenced, when used for discussions 

in the body of the report.  
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Resources/Inputs 
 

To identify ways and means that the gaps and weaknesses can be minimized or overcome, in agreement with the 

Planning & Monitoring Specialist – UNICEF and Save the Children Child protection team the following resources can 

be used: 

 Terms of the reference for all three studies.  

 Research tools originally developed by the research consultant (This will give an understanding on the 

depth of the research originally intended) 

 Primary data collected by the research consultant and handed over to Save the Children.  

Qualifications – (An Individual or An Organization)  

 A strong understanding of Research, Documentation, Writing and Editing  

 A university degree preferably in Social Sciences, Development Studies or similar discipline  

 A basic knowledge in data manipulation and interpretation. 

 Proven excellent writing skills in English  

 

 

4. Workplan and Timeline 

This consultancy is for a period of 8 weeks, commencing 15th July 2015. The consultant is expected to develop 

a detailed workplan to incorporate all above stated deliverables.  

5. Consultancy fee 

Please provide a one page work plan, with an estimated budget for the consultancy.  

6. Services rendered by SCI 
 Ensure the availability of all data and information gathered through the research processes 

 Coordination between original researches and consultant, if and when necessary 

 Facilitate technical support and advice from UNICEF research specialist to the consultant.  

 

7. Disclaimer by SCI  
SCI will not be liable for any Central government, or provincial council Tax and levies to the service provider. 

No insurance cover or any indemnity from SCI during this assignment.  


